
  

 STRATEGIC POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

 

  

 

 Subject:  80th Anniversary of D-Day Landings  

 Date:  19th April 2024  
 Reporting Officer:  Nora Largey, Interim City Solicitor / Director of Legal & Civic Services   
 Contact Officer:  Sandra Robinson, Protocol and Public Affairs Manager  

  

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 

which the council has deemed this report restricted. 
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1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 
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5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on a 
person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

 

Call-in     

 

Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                   
Yes  No  

 

1.0  Purpose of Report   

1.1  

  

The purpose of this report is to outline a proposed programme of events to be organised by 

Council to mark the 80th Anniversary of the D-Day Landings in 1944. 

2.0  Recommendations  

2.1 The Committee is requested to:  

i. approve the proposed programme of events to be organised by the Council over the 80th 

Anniversary period, on Wednesday 5th and Thursday 6th June 2024. 

ii. approve costs in the region of £10,000 to deliver this programme. 
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3.6 

 

 

Background  

Thursday 6th June will see the 80th Anniversary of the D-Day landings in Normandy in 1944. Multi-

National allied forces including US, UK, Polish, Canadian, French and Dutch forces carried out 

the beach landings which initiated the retaking of mainland European from occupying Axis forces.  

 

Belfast and Northen Ireland as a whole played a significant role in the training and preparation 

for D-Day, hosting a considerable number of US Servicemen before their deployment as well as 

facilitating the necessary training required for the operation. The anniversary will be marked 

across Northern Ireland as well as international commemorations focussed on Normandy itself. 

 

A request has been received to mark the 80th Anniversary of the D-Day landing from Councillor 

Bunting. 

 

Proposed Programme of Events  

  

Wednesday 5th June   

 

Themed Seniors afternoon Tea Dance will be held in either City Hall or pending availability the 

Ulster Hall, commemorating pre-D-Day activities in the city. Free tickets will be made available 

to senior citizens across the city. 

 

Thursday 6th June   

 

Lunchtime reception and historical talk in Belfast City Hall on the theme of D-Day and Belfast’s 

role in assisting the preparations for the landings.  

 

On the evening of the 6th June, it is proposed to illuminate City Hall blue, in keeping with the 

maritime nature of the landings, and to place 2 searchlights in the grounds of City Hall evoking 

the wartime theme. 

 

Equality and Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment   

All events will take equality and good relations implications into account.   

  

Financial and Resource Implications   

The cost of delivering the council’s programme of events is estimated between £10,000 - 

£12,000. Funds will come from existing budgets. 

4.0   Appendices – Documents Attached  

  None  



 


